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The dialogic forms of interaction between politics and art in Homeric epics 

 

Over the rich and manifold classic culture billows the Homeric epics, which 

comprises two poems - The Iliad and The Odyssey. These two poems had had great 

influence upon the classic worldview, including the ancient Greek and Roman 

mythology, drama and philosophy. It was the Homeric epics, wherein the basic ideas 

of ancient Greek and Roman worldview were most fully developed; such great Greek 

and Roman thinkers, as Plato and Aristotle, Sophocles and Euripides, Seneca and 

Lucian found inspiration in The Iliad and The Odyssey, as well as many others. 

Despite its great impact upon Ancient culture, the epic poems of Homer are relatively 

insufficiently studied in the Ukrainian humanities, including political science. 

Therefore, the necessity of analysis of interaction between politics and art namely in 

the Homeric epics is determined by two reasons. Firstly, by the principal relevance of 

The Iliad and The Odyssey for the whole classic culture, which enables the definition 

of the most fundamental aspects of interaction of these two spheres of human 

existence. Secondly, by the insufficient, as of our opinion, level of studying the 

Homeric epics in Ukrainian political science. The goal of this article is to analyse the 

interpretation of politics and art in the Homeric epics separately and, afterwards, to 

establish key principles of their dialogic interaction, concluding on this basis about 

the place and complex nature of interplay between these concepts in the framework 

of Homeric cosmos and, indirectly, the Ancient worldview in general. The results of 

analysis have allowed to conclude about the key principles of interaction between 

politics and art in the poems of Homer The Iliad and The Odyssey. The basic features 

of politics and aesthetics in the Homeric epics along with the moments of their 

dialogic interplay have been defined. On the example of The Iliad and The Odyssey 

the study found the phenomenon of aestheticization of politics in the ancient 

worldview. Several basic features of the dialogic interaction of politics and art have 

been pointed out, including the conclusion that in the Homeric cosmos politics is 

limited, while the beauty - absolute and unlimited; the conclusion that art, i. e. beaty, 



created by man, matches with the Logos, or rational principle of the universe, that 

also reings over politics, and the conclusion that politics doesn’t dominate over art, as 

it was in civilization of the Ancient East, such as Egypt and Mesopotamia, but has the 

task to create conditions for the prosperity of art. On these grounds the place and 

specificity of the complex nature of interaction between politics and art in the 

Homeric epics have been defined.  

Key words: Homeric epics, politics, art, aesthetics, culture, worldwiev, dialogic 

interaction. 


